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	FUNDRAISING FOR A CURE

Donating is simple, fast and totally secure. Your details are safe with us and we will never sell them
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PLANETS are excited to share the news that University Hospital Southampton have secured £200,000 funding from the Robert White Trust for a research project that aims to gain a better understanding of NET biology which may lead to a greater range of treatment options for patients with this rare disease.

 

Robert White was a former patient of Dr Mike Bayne’s at Poole Hospital who sadly died from pancreatic neuroendocrine cancer who left a large Legacy in recognition of the care he had received as an NHS patient to be used to improve the management of cancer for patients in Dorset. He was frustrated by the relative lack of research in the field of neuroendocrine tumours and this project is absolutely in keeping with his wishes to improve our understanding of this disease leading to improvements in treatment. His legacy amounts to at Trust of more than 9 million pounds which in addition to this project has so far funded a Neuroendocrine Specialist nurse for Dorset, enabled the development of the Radiotherapy satellite unit in West Dorset and the setting up of the PET scanner in Poole hospital in addition to numerous other projects.

 

The team at Southampton, led by Dr Judith Cave, are embarking on a project to improve understanding of the molecular, immunological and genetic features associated with NET dissemination, prognosis and response to treatment. There are 3 key reasons why they are doing this and felt that PLANETS supporters would be interested to read the details:

 

1. Because NETs are rare, there is a lack of large head-to-head clinical trials comparing treatment strategies, e.g. chemotherapy vs everolimus. The primary treatment for Grade 1 and Grade 2 NETs is surgery, and long-acting octreotide, radiolabelled octreotide (Peptide Receptor Radionucleotide Therapy or PRRT), chemotherapy and tyrosine kinase inhibitors or mTOR inhibitors can also be considered. Efforts have been made to identify which treatment out of the many options is most likely to benefit any particular patient. It seems likely that there will be a way to identify patients who will benefit from molecularly targeted agents such as everolimus, since the target (mTOR) is known, but as yet there are no evidence-based methods for selecting particular treatments. NETs with a higher proliferation rate are traditionally considered to be more likely to respond to chemotherapy, and proliferation rate can be conveniently estimated from a biopsy using an immunohistochemical stain called Ki-67. However it has been shown that while proliferation and response are correlated, there is wide variation in responses even for patients with similar Ki-67 or proliferation index. Ki-67 alone is not sufficient to select patients for chemotherapy. Evidence to guide treatment selection is urgently needed.

 

2. Despite sharing biological features, NETs are a very heterogeneous group of tumours and therefore require sub-classification. NETs most commonly arise in the bowel, pancreas or lung, but they can also be found in the skin, thymus and other sites. They can be broadly classified into foregut, midgut or hindgut NETs. NETs are further classified by tumour grade 1-3, and the grade is perhaps the most highly prognostically significant factor (see below). NETs are also sub-classified into functioning and non-functioning tumours. We need to improve our ability to prognosticate accurately for patients with NETs, i.e. to try to predict which patients will need treatment in the future, and when.

 

3. A better understanding of NET biology may lead to a greater range of treatment options for patients with this rare disease, for example immunotherapy. Immunotherapy has not been trialed in NETs at the current time, but is showing great promise in other tumour types. If through research we could identify a sub-group of NETs that were immunologically suitable for treatment then this would an important breakthrough.

 

There are two parts to the study:

 

Part A: To study archival tissue in consort with clinical data from our NET patients, to develop a molecular classification for NETs

 

Part B: To collect fresh tissue from tumour and healthy tissue, and blood samples, to perform testing including immune profiling and single cell sequencing to further explore specific hypotheses identified from Part A.

 

This is an observational study. Patients treated in the Wessex NET group, both now and in the past, will be considered for inclusion. Inclusion in this research will not have an impact on patients’ clinical treatment. The research will take place in the laboratory on tissue samples. We have been prospectively collecting consent on our hospital consent forms from NET patients over the last ten years to archive any remaining material from diagnostic or treatment procedures. Any tissue that has been previously stored or archived can be used for the study provided that the patient granted consent at the time the sample was taken. For new patients in the future, we will consent them in advance. We will be asking permission to used an un-needed tissues, and to take an extra blood sample. Before taking any fresh tissue, or any blood samples, suitable patients will be identified by the NET multidisciplinary team and will be approached by their treating clinician in advance of any biopsy or operative procedure. They will be given the invitation letter or consent form to read and consider.

 

We shall endeavour to update you on every stage of the research as we receive the information.
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	PLANETS Funds New Wellbeing Room for Liver Ward at UHS

                                    PLANETS funds new wellbeing room for liver patients at University Hospital Southampton A new wellbeing room funded by PLANETS Cancer Charity has been opened for patients with liver diseases at University Hospital Southampton. The facility, located on the gastroenterology and hepatology ward, provides a quiet space for patients and a place for private conversations which […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS funds novel 3D printed livers to aid complex surgery

                                    Surgeons in Southampton are the first in the UK to begin using 3D printed models of patients’ livers to help them perform a complex cancer operation. Converting the data available from CT and MRI scans of patients with hilar cholangiocarcinoma – a type of bile duct cancer – into 3D models will enable better planning […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS Charity Welcome Coach Alison Bailey to their Support Team

                                    Here at PLANETS we understand how daunting a cancer diagnosis can be.  We know firsthand the transformative power of support throughout the cancer journey and have experienced ourselves the highs and lows, the triumphs and setbacks and the profound impact they can have on your life. We are very happy to be welcoming Alison Bailey, […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS completes £1 million fundraising campaign to purchase pioneering radiotherapy machine

                                    PLANETS has thanked its supporters after completing a £1 million fundraising campaign and making the final payment for a pioneering radiotherapy machine. PLANETS Cancer Charity has been fundraising for the past six years to fully purchase Mobetron, a revolutionary mobile device which delivers radiotherapy during surgery – known as intraoperative radiotherapy (IORT). When the charity […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS Receive £10,000 Grant from The Hospital Saturday Fund

                                    Thank you to John Greenwood, Trustee of the The Hospital Saturday Fund, for visiting us on Monday and bringing this incredible grant of £10,000 to support our IORT (Intra Operative Radiotherapy) machine. This will enable us to continue delivering this lifesaving treatment at University Hospital Southampton – the only centre in the UK currently offering […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	As seen on BBC South Today: £250k Appeal Launched in Southampton to Keep World Beating Cancer Machine in Southampton

                                                                    


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS Fund ‘New View’ Psychotherapy Course for NET Patients

                                      PLANETS have funded a psychotherapy programme, after a successful pilot course, to help NET patients see their diagnosis in a ‘new view’.   We all know that different people deal with their neuroendocrine cancer diagnosis very differently. Initially there are lots of scary tests and Doctor appointments. Then there are lots of talk about […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	Head and Neck Cancer Patient Treated with IORT in UK First

                                      A woman from Salisbury has become the first patient in the UK with head and neck cancer to receive radiotherapy in the operating theatre during surgery to remove a recurrent tumour.  Jayne Garrett, 53, underwent major surgery at University Hospital Southampton on 25 April after suffering a recurrence of her cancer following conventional treatment […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS Host the 1st National IORT Symposium

                                      It was an honour to present the fantastic work and great initial results to medics from all over the country at our 1st National IORT (intra-operative radiotherapy) Symposium on Friday June 21st at University Hospital Southampton. After a lot of hard work and fundraising in order to bring IORT to the UK for the […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS Cancer Charity and the Robert White Trust, Fund a new regional NET Cancer Dietitian

                                      A dietitian funded by PLANETS Cancer Charity and the Robert White Trust Fund is due to start work to develop and provide a comprehensive dietetic service to patients diagnosed with Neuroendocrine Cancer (NETs).  Ruth Lee will be based at the Dorset NET service, which is part of the Wessex European Neuroendocrine tumour society centre […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	Southampton Secure £200k from The Robert White Trust for NETs Research

                                    PLANETS are excited to share the news that University Hospital Southampton have secured £200,000 funding from the Robert White Trust for a research project that aims to gain a better understanding of NET biology which may lead to a greater range of treatment options for patients with this rare disease.   Robert White was a former […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	Bowel cancer patient becomes first in UK to be treated with IORT

                                      We are thrilled and proud to update our supporters that a Southampton bowel cancer patient has become the first in the UK to receive radiotherapy during surgery using the IORT machine that PLANETS has funded. he 58-year-old male, who completed a combination of conventional chemotherapy and radiotherapy in August, underwent major surgery at Southampton […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	IORT Launch is a Success!

                                      SOUTHAMPTON CLINICIANS PIONEER USE OF REVOLUTIONARY CANCER DEVICE PLANETS founders Neil Pearce and Brian Stedman, together with fund manager Layla Stephen successfully launched our long awaited IORT machine last night. The Mobetron is the first portable system able to administer the treatment in this way – known as intraoperative radiotherapy (IORT) – and will […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	IORT Arrives at Southampton!

                                      PLANETS are thrilled to announce that the eagle (finally) has landed! 2 tons of intra-operative radio-therapy machine (IORT) arrived from the USA this week – currently undergoing acceptance testing. This is the UK’s first ever mobile electron beam radiotherapy machine for treating cancers during surgery. Thanks to everyone who has supported our fundraising which has […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	Southampton Aiding Research into Earlier Diagnosis for Pancreatic Cancer

                                    You may have notice that Southampton was mentioned in recent media stories regarding The National Tumour Bank that is carrying out important pancreatic cancer research? Colin Johnson, Professor of Surgical Sciences at University of Southampton, has this to say about the project: ‘The National Tissue Bank is a major development in pancreatic cancer research. Several […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	Sainsbury’s Hedge End Donate Digital Radios

                                    A big thank you to Sainsbury’s Hedge End for donating two digital radios to PLANETS to be used in the lead lined Gamma Scanner Rooms at Southampton General. Pictured presenting the radios to staff in the scanner rooms are PLANETS Fund Manager, Layla Stephen, and Dr Brian Stedman.
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	PLANETS to Fund Pancreatic Cancer Research at Southampton

                                      PLANETS Charitable Fund are excited to have committed to provide a grant over a two year period for a pancreatic research project: ́The role of Eps8 in αvβ6-dependent functions in pancreatic cancer invasion’ to be undertaken by Dr Jo Tod. Pancreatic adenocarcinoma (PC) has one of the worst outcomes of any cancer; only 3.7% of patients […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	First Patient Receives PRRT at Southampton thanks to PLANETS

                                      [social_button button=”facebook” flayout=”standard ” fwidth=”450″ faction=”like” fcolorsheme=”light”] UHS magazine Connect featured a fantastic article about NET patient Maureen McKenzie who, in July 2013, became the first Southampton patient to receive PRRT (peptide receptor radionuclide therapy). The equipment for this treatment was jointly funded by UHS and PLANETS showing just how important and valuable the […]
                                


                            

                        
	
                            

                                
                                    
                                    
                                


                                
                                    
	Improving Patient Services Across the Region

                                    [social_button button=”facebook” flayout=”standard ” fwidth=”450″ faction=”like” fcolorsheme=”light”] Pancreatic cancer affects over 8000 patients each year in the uk and remains the fifth biggest cancer killer in the UK, despite this its has been underfunded for many years and currently receives just 1% of total cancer research funding in the UK. NETs are a rare form […]
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Email Us: contact@planetscharity.org

Call Us: 07871 272627
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